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4. Dr Wale ef ee w 
that be has clearly. proved ihe truth 
of certain principles diametrically 

oppoſite to thoſe of the - autbor f 
Chriftianity as old: as. the Creation; and to excite 
impartial enquirers to compare * Doctors 7 
ins with 0 2 that als AG ane Mz” 2 


' The Doctor Bas proved; That _ b Þ i 
fi, "bas never been ſufficient to diſcover to the bulk 
1 'manking, even the lam of nalure: thy that 

be. founged upon the nature of things; and in 
I fene, 7s diſcoverable by reaſon; or by a ra- 
tional, acurate, unprejudiced enquiry into the nature 
on relations of things, 
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« of things ; Or that whatſoever can be found out by. 
« the right, and acurate uſe reaſon, can be found 


T 
* 
1 


4 out by the right, acurate uſe of reaſon Rs Which 


4. af even ſuppoſing the this of nature, that 
is, the law deducible from the nature and relations 
of Rien cod be univerſally tog and: under 
by alt mankind in their preſent: 
mnnfifed- riaſom cannet dſtvvun to MRA all 
is neceſſary in their preſent efate is" enforke Juſſ 
tlemtiy upon vbens obellienrce to that l. 1 pur 
viewavly; \that' the doubts ani firapies # hh 
mud mit ned, form within ſelf concerning" 
rity ; the terms of acteptance' w GOD; und" the 
condition of Penitents in another e £ caupot be. re- 


moved by meer reaſon.” But that 4 divine revela- 
Hoh i neceſſary to give full aui altas and cam⸗ 


* 


i thoſe who, 7 conſcious of their love 


err 


60 and virtue, are at the ſame time feaſible 


yz 4 4 


their frequent a relapſes into hnown faults, 45d f 
"mperfettion' of aber bet performantes, :. 


$A? 
vs 


and that of he, other -awtbar c 

let. That. the later. . ede ef enquiring 

whe! realy 3s. the Hale of mankind, ta deter ming 
 Profumptuouly what it myſt er ought, to zt in ate 

leuo of the divine gooducſs. And thus. ba draws 
certain conſequences. from the diving gpadneſo5 whichy = 
7 they were true, would indeed prave the real. tag 
of mankind, to OG eee 4 
Joins eee lt bis cee, #7 yan 

. 43 pe 2 2 
85 — bd rt goomic 
GOD ir kifnicely wife avid goed ; bn? that beomiſe uot 
camot:\ compreliend tbe-whole of vgs, ung un only | 
ber fire in the. gen That GOD ane A er 
deceive : That he cannot command that which is vi- 
tious or immoral in it's tendency z nor indeed command 
tyrannically, or without an infinitely wiſe end and 
good reaſon. That be muſt will that all his rational 
creatures act reaſonably, or according to the fineſs 
| of things. And that in judging bis creatures, that 
is, in rewarding or puniſhing them, be will have 
duc regard to their condition and circumſtances. 
And that whatever GOD does is woll done: And 
therefore, that the ſafeſt way to determine what it 
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A VI NG aſſerted i in 1 _ 
eſt terms (ita Pbiloſaphica En 


guiry "concerning; He Conmextons 
etwixt the rines and Mis 
\ racles of fipsus u 159 the 
WE eternal; univerſal, and abſalyte- 
* ly wncbangeable' obligation of 
watare, and that it: is the great end of 
to excite and encouiage to the obe- 
ne law; I chink my ſelf obliged to 
make a few temarks upon the concluſions the au- 
thor of Cbriſtianity us old us tbe: Creation citifers, 
or at leaſt ſeems: — ſhould: infert ' d from 
chat -princi ple. cd 255 6 00) 2 
9 chooſe to begin with his laſt 3 15 

319. in which he pretends ta ſhew, that Dr 
Clarte, in bis diſcourſe of the uncba ngeable ob- 
[ligation of natural Religion, and the- Tauch and 
Certain) of the Cbriſtian Revelation, is inconſi- 


_— * himſelf, and to refute the Doctor 
B from 


/ 


5 8 * bly : 22s fuch' as are all th 


1 6 ſtronger Lot, ; 


- Fa bn, and all da chat tend to pro- 


44 that other doctrines ate i — ; 


% known to be poſit tively true, - but by the e- 


_ «« fer with him as to any doctrines in their own- 


Go acts arbitrarily, and 8 


4 * - _ - 2 , _ — Cee 
3 9 * 158 Ag if LY WEST. FAY Q e * n N 
* N L 11 wat Wet of 
a hs r 1 7 
A & , 
— 0 os 2359S - 


Penne 


5 1 55 ha he afferts 
in cer con nme 7 


Ran & 2 8 
a ee e y = 
—— miracles, than What 


have apt perhaps ſo clear- 
4 TIT wn copies) fr rom the evidence of 


Other doctrines ar 
ceſſarily par rh 10 


«be ne; ſuch af are ff a Bi 


| ay 


. ani theſe gei 


«© mote vice; and theſe! ean never "any 
, degree. of proof from all the migacles in the 
b world. But as to what 1. | Fa ds, 


<*. indifferent, or paſſible, or pe 
eee eee ee eee not 


60 vidence of miracles, which prove them to | 
be certain; here theſe Deiiis beg leaveto dif-- 


c nature indifferent, 8 TN THE WILL. OF 
« Gop; for that would be to ſuppoſe, hat 
«5 the doctor has proved to be impoſſible, that 


cc fulneſs.” | 


| Now, not 10 ee e 
which does not concern the obligation: of moral 
can, in ſtrict — of | 


by all, where it is char Dr Clarke lays, that 
doctrines 


5 — #- de the will 71 0 Gus — Miracles, 
and why this author has changed Dr Clart”s 
words, and inſtead of true, altually rue, rer. 
| ain, or ſome other ſuch equivalent term, put 
in 1 ace, words of his own, words never 
uſed Clarke on that occaſion (Bring tbe 
will « GOD)? the reaſon will be caſily per- 
ceived, if we change our 1 477 's objection 
a little, and make uſe. of . Dr. Clarke's. own 
words, where our author pretends to quote 
ns which is but doing juſtice to the Doctor. 
or then our author's: objeftion will run thus: 
% Here the Deiſs beg leave to differ with him, 
_ as to any n on nature in- 
4 different, being proved to be actually true; 
4 for e Ved: ſuppoſe, what 5 Do- 
« Qor bas proved to be impoſlible, that G op 
Acts arbitrarily, and out of meer wilfulneſs.” 
And when the Wee is ſet in this fair juſt light, 
ĩt plainly has neither ſenſe nor meaning in it: 
for into whoſe head could it poſſibly enter to 
argue thus Such a doftrine, cunſi dard by itſelf, 
#5. indifferent that is uncertain; but when. 1 
conſiderations are taken into the e 
for example) it may be found to 
therefore GOD atts arbitrarily, and out rw meer 
wilfulneſi. Is Gov indeed arbitrary and wilful, 
becauſe the nature of things are ſo ſtubborn and 
Wie, that cho they cannot be proved in a 
| yay theit nature does Hot admit, yer they may 
be proved by an evidence confonant and agter- 
able to their nature? 


Our uinkdr goes or A mand: And 
4 here they would ah him, ſince as he owns 
* rk Fpirits can do 2 and the nature 
VT I B 2 c6 of 


«5 go the a6 80 uſt be taken int che conſi: 
„ detation, how the aches 9 : 
#<. Etrine- e 5 e er We 
95 „ + 5 15 n „ * : 


ro * 


ere my 1 8 beg bie 1e 0 0 0 9 ju 
to that worthy brite, r Clarke, Und" nſtead 
of that phraſe Tai to indy ferent things, to We 
In tlie Post ow W „that we may ſee 
how our author's objeRtion x vill tand when this 
Juſt change is male. "And f inftead" of a do- 
Arie relating io rndifferent things, it is ſald, in Dt 
Clarke's: words, 2 doktrine in #/clf indifferent ; 
chat is to ſay, as the Doctor himſelf explains | 
it, Such a defrine, us cannot, by the" light of na- 
ture 'and' reaſon alone, Je certain Kut a | 
it be true or falſe; dur ane queſtion, or 5 
the queſtion of thoſe Der Whole” caiiſe” he 
pleads, will be to this effect: «© And ers 
10 they would afk him, ſince as he Owns. evil 
„ ſpirits can do miracles,” and che nature of 
% the doctrine muſt be taken Into conſidera- 
00 tion, how the miracles can prove à do- 
« Arine in itſelf indifferent, or that cannot 
„ be known to be true or falſe by feaſon a | 
; 3 to be from Gov? n 


0 © > . N 


. to the erf in. TEVA 
we no.more e but that Dr" ee hath 

given a full, clear, and ſatisfactory anſwer to 
t; Which it is not in our author, Ft his A 
power to invalidate. oa ria oy oath 


Our author e thus: Or how Oe 8 

can be any ſuch dectrines in the chriſtian 

Mt ® religion, if what 3 ſays be true; that 
4 1 Every 
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a t * 
e every. one of the 1 .. Wache „ 
e matter of truth, has a natural tendency; and 
ce and a direct powerful influence to reform 
oy and any ha jy ohne wp manners?“ * 
ef hens! Were indeed be 3 5 * | 
chriſtian religion relating 10 indifferent 'things; be- 
cauſe; as Dr Clarke has proved, every one of the 
doctrines it teaches has a natural tendency, and 
a direct powerful influence to promote the 
honour of God, and the practice of righte- 
ouſneſs; and theſe indeed are not indifferent 
things. But where has Dr Clarke ſaid that there 
may be in the chriſtian religion doctrines rela- 
ting to indifferent things? nay, on the contra- 

| oe doth he not ever aſſert, that every one of 
e doctrines Chriſtianity teaches, is ſo far from 
being indifferent in it's nature and tendency, 
that there is not one of them, which has not na- 
turally, a direct powerful influence to 
piety and virtue? and if he hath not ſaid ſo 
is it fair or Juſt to repreſent him — 1 
Doctor hath ſufficiently. explai 
again, what he means by * 
. ——— Dodiecd 
ve any other or ing the 
words, or miſrepreſenting hid meaning; but 
that he could not poſſibly diſprove w it the 
Doctor has ſo clearly proved; and therefore it 
purpoſe to make the Doctor appear 
to ſay what he hath no where ſaid. To ſay, that 
a doctrine that tends to promote the honour of 
Gov; and the practice of righteouſneſs, is 
not indifferent; after the pains that Dr Clarke 
hath taken to explain what he means by in- 
different is — — And to prove that 
n doctrine „ a” — to — 
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ö n 1 and. righteo ne | 
Known. to be certainly true — — 5 — 
and without the evidence of $; is un- 
dercaking a very difficult bulk 3 and yet it is 
what our author, or his Dei7s, muſt prove, or 
their queſtion amounts to no more chan this, 
855 How. can any doctrines which have a natural 
_ $*/tendency to reform mens lives, ſtand in noed 
og miracles to prove their truth? which-is 
queſtion. Dr Glarke hath cn ouch 
155 ben e Sa of a doctrine is proved to re. 
ſult neceſſarily from the conſideration of the a 
vine attributes, and the relation man ſtands in to 
Gov, that doctrine is indeed proved to be true 
in itſelf z and ſuch a doctrine cannat receive any 
ſtronger proof from miracles. But is there not a 
manifeſt difference between ſaying a doctrine is 
demonſtrable from the nature of Gop and of 
mankind and foying chat he belief of a doctrine _ 
naturally tends to virtue,” and re- 
ſtrain from vice? Or ate indeed all doctrines, 
the belief of which has this tendency; for that 
very reaſon, neceſſarily truo? Butiour author 
goes on thus, p. 397. The Dei can, by 
de no means; come into the Doctor's diſtinction 
* between the moral part of our Saviovr's 
*, doctrine, and that part which evidently tende 


to promote-the G0, and 
* tice. of righteouſneſs wy being mahi 1 
45. diſtinction gg ayers e Of pw 
LIE, 15 i eb 07 - 
5 to me of ſuck nence to the 
| whole of our author's ;:t6: overthrow 
that diſtinction hitherto ſo univerfally received 


that I wonder our author ſhould have fatisfied 
hitnſelf with barely aſſirming, that it is a diſtin- 
_ vithour any differendo. Fot my oe 


_ eee 8 eye of 
ing from hig, that it bath 222 
to me d be a diſtinction founded upon 8 clear 
and obvious difference. in the nature of things. 
_ be- ſure. every doctrine that tends to p- 
WH a moral end, 18 moral in it's tendency x 
nd-ghorafore in chat ſenſe; all the doftriney 
of: ity. way be juſtiy called moral dy- 
| . Fas . e hut that in 
oudht to be made 
AVIGUR's d 
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eee 7 
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——— of.cerugin op 
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—— 10 Es * 


— F moral agents. | 

1 fer pars len certain facts, or conſti- 
— oa Government of che world, only 

to be knows by: the s alimony; pfchin,! whe 
governs the worlds and in conſequence. of 4 
cruch Digs e means whic 
natura to promote virtue and righte- 
ouſneſa, but could not be knen bat 610 * 
facts or - conſtitutians were 18 — ro 
Which their ftneſs follows. e 
the eternity of future rewards 3; bs w 
zedgment; the reſurreRion of — the 
forgiveneſs of fins upon repentance, when ſe- 
Kg implored in the a" the 


aſſiſtance 


3 233 
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To. "when ir is ri 


ler 3 — „e tr t 
tives; ſuch ag pruyer in the name of Cn 
rhe commemoration of his death and reſurrecti- 
on; and other ſuch chriſtian duties. Se verab con- 
Hderations, fetehed from the nature of God, 
and what we are able te comprehend of his 
government and providence, contribute not a 
little to render "theſe doctrines probablé, bar 
it is only teſtimony; teſtimony from Go p him- 
ſelf; 4 which comes to the "ſame thing, ws | 
his authority's that according to the very na- 
ture of things, is able to prove theſe do- | 
ctrines to be atvally true. A very little ac; 
quaintance with common logic, or the doctrine 
of evidence, will ſufficiently prevent any one's 
being miſled by arguments, which' indeed have 
no force at all; but upon the ſuppoſitiong that 
there is no place for à diſtinction, which that 
ſcience clearly eſtabliſhes: and therefore it is 
needleſs to inſiſt long upon this head. Allow 
me only, by an example or two, to ſet the 
affair in a light ſuited to every capacity. Ts - 
certainly the duty I dung man to live . 
ſoberly and virtuouſly, and to improve his 
mind, as well as to take care — his health; ſup- 
pole, "therefore, a rich well diſpoſed friend, to 
excite and encourage a young fellow to behave 
himſelf well, ſhould write hun a+ kind letter; 
lay before him the proper rules for his'condut - 
and -.- and at 5 ſame A | 


Ta ant f 


ondenee ich . 7 57 1 * up n vir. 
hav: ahd uſcfüf fubjeRs;'fuch' a proffer hath 
<cortgini y a moral tendency; becauſe, - im the 
very nature of the thing, it muſt have 2 power- 
ul influence to engage the youllg © man to 5 
: The virtuous corre ro | 
2 likewiſe a noble mean' to che, nd” 
ye the vircupus' e oficton to WI 
"del is" promi t ſurely It is not 
virtuous tende. er the Pane nor 
| of the propoſed commerce thay * could render 
the young man ſecure as, to his obtaining 
at laſt the profered reward; it is only the 
promiſe HT op confirmed and ſealed in due va- 
form that could farisfy him, as to tlie 15 
ity and truth of _— 3 crous motive, | 
behave as common fenſe and reaſon: tells 
Him he ſhould, without any fuch ae ion 
of rewurd. In like trianner, if 4 worthy offen- 
ted father, after having juſtly abandoned bis 
rakiffl rebellious ſon, moved by fatherly p 1 | 
and generous compatfion, mould promiſe h 
ſon, if he would yet reform in Arnet 154 
3 good evidence of his amendment, that 
| 8 forgive his former vitiouſneſs ; aſſiſt 
him in his endeavours to retrieve Joſt time:; 
| "An improve in virtue and knowledge; and 
at laft, after having had ſufficient proof of his 
2 and thorough reformation, make him as 
y.inevery refpe& as his heart could with; and 
"abi fend one to deal with his fon for this effect, 
and with full power to fatisfy the fort as to the 
lincerity and truth of the father's*prohile : 


ſuch conduct is ä worthy of à vittuous 
* | tender 


| | U . 8 % 70 | 8 2 7 
tender hearted father 3 hath «te ency, 
and is in that reſpe& mor A wul ivine, 
= thus the ſon would have a ſtrong ad 

motive and inducement: Co amend and corre 

his manners, which could not fail to have 2 
very good effeck, if there were yet r 
in in his” breaſt, any "ſparks. of humanity and gra- 
titude un 4 8 ſuch a motive howey 

he could not have had, if the lovi NN. 
ſionate father had. hob condeſcende: = give 

him affurances of it under his own hand and 
ſeal; and yet it muſt be owned, that to the thing 
itſelf he is ſtrongly bound, without ſuch encou- 
ragement, by all che ties of nature and of yirtue. 
| of reaſon and of Teen. 3 47 l 


5 But our t author goes on thus: « 41 the 5 
« whole of religion conſiſts in the honour of 


God, and the good of mankind (which Ur 


« Clarke is far from deny ing); nothing can more 
s effectually ſtrike at the certainty of all re- 

« <« ligion, than the ſuppoſing, that mankind”. 
. could not be certain, that whatever tended 
| 41 £6. promote the honour of Gop, and the 
$ ice of righteouſneſs was the will. of 
| 70D, *till they were e of it r 
2 undeniable miracles. ? 


No here again, that no body 9 miſtake - 
Dr Clarke's meaning, I muſt — — that our 
author has again m iſrepreſented him; and that, 
when juſtice is done to the Doctor, and if we 

keep to his meaning and words, our author's ob- 
jection will ſtand : And if the whole of 
« religion conſiſts in the honour of Gon, and 
„ the good of mankind (which Dr Clarke is 
far from denying) 3 nothing can more effe- 
ve Eually 


7 ..# 


— 


at the cert ay of Au l ligion, 
| poling thut mankind could not 
be certain, that 4 dodtrine in i/elf indi . 
«that's; Gch could not be i for 
10 light of nature and re on) was. Shun wile 
ac (however moral and good it's tendency may 
<<" be)*rill they were N of * A | 
7 miracles.” De ages 


r 1 1 22 K 4; PST OF 


OF | 


hen the objection is ſet in . fair | 
neter every attentive impartial reader muſt 
needs be farprized what, the author can mean by 
gt E it ſtriking at the certainty of all religion 
to ſay, that certain doctrines which, if proved 
and believed to be true, would have a powerful 
influence to promote piety and virtue, can only, 
according to the nature of things, be proved 
to be true by teſtimony and miracles; and 
to eto that Gop hath feſtiſied the truth of 
theſe doctrines by miracles r all 
the duties of Religion and morality are (as 
Dr Clarke has e. much better than our 
author, and with quite a different view) of e- 
verlaſting and unchangeable obligation. But 
there are ſome motives, the belief of which 
muſt, in the nature of things, have a mighty 
| influence to promote the practice of theſe du- 
ties, that divine teſtimony, confirmed by mira- 
cles, can only render certain. And how theſe 
are proved to be certain and poſitively true by 
the miracles of  Jzsus CHRIST, Dr Clarke 
has demonſtrated beyond all exception. And 
if this is ſtriking at the certainty of all religion; 
. demonſtrating the | internal excellency and obliga- 
tion of moral duties; and at the ſame time con- 
fiming other confiderations, which have the moſt 
powerful tendency to promote the practice and 
C 2 | Car 


religion. and virtue, Sure Iam, 
2 reaſonably ſaid on; Fe "other hag Pg 
the - endeavouring to deſtr of 
regard to the — 14 15 * un 157 85 
fore uz, coped b powerful 
at the certainty | 9 — 
ſives to virtue; and ande 3 oy Magni · 
fying the force of the * of reaſon and 
ys es what bee Taped 


in f re e 


& . hos can prove: any e ee | ip * 
< be, the will of Gop, and all that.evidently. 
C tends to promote the honour. of. Gop, 
«+. practice of righteouſneſs, are plain noi 
* duties (as the Doctor contends) ; and all ſuch. 
duties neither need nor can receive. any. 
_ «5 ſtronger proof from miracles, than What 
<< they haye already from the evidence. of right 
t reaſon, How can miracles (ſays theſe. Dai) 
%% have any other uſe than to make men con- 
<< ſider the nature and tendency of a doctrine, 
and ju ings from. thence whether. it be, from, 
«+ Gon.” Here again our 5180 makes his 
Da x pervert and change the por r's meaning, 
nd words; for in the, firſt. place, 101 tins. 
= Doctor hath often N * moral 
can xeceive no ſtronger proof from play: 
than what they have 1 . from che French 
of right, realon., he Doctor bath 
where ſaid, hat 41 dere, 18 0 eee 


. oY of Gon, and the 

e eee My moral dies, 
— on the. contrary he ever! diſtinguiſhes, he» 
dn e EP i of ale s. e 


ently; vindicated: ſeveral of the 


wy 
1 he fringes H Cn which tend to 

te obedlience to moral: precepts; be- 
ing in their natures powerful motives to ſuch 


moral obedience; ' But it ſeems our author 


thinks it allowable to reaſon againſt Dr Clarke, 
as if he had made no ſuch diſt inction, becauſe 
he himſelf thinks there is no foundation for the 
diſtinction 3 and indeed, as I have already ſaid, 
the whole of our author's argument, not only in. 
this chapter, but through all che book, de- 
pends intirely upon this ſingle point. That there 
is no difference between moral duties and mo- 
tives to 1 of theſe duties: which is 
| Joſt 0 abſt as it would be to ſay, that there 
ig no difference betwint writing good ſenſe, and 
a reward for writing it. And in the next place, 
Dr Clatke has no where faid, that no indiffe- - 
rent thing, that is, no poſitive inſtitution, can 
be prove 0 be the will of Gop by miracles. 
J once Jeligned to have ſhown at ſome length. 
17 en to our author, that things moer- 
Peſilius may be made by externaf revela- 
Ke ingredients of religion, not only conſiſtent- 
ly with the good of mankind, as well as the 
| honour of Ts but effectually to prevent ſu- 
| I and all it's miſchievous conſequences. 
J have already in the Enquiry, | fuffici- 


ive inſti- 
tutions of Chriſtianity ; and find: myſelf pre- 
vonted, as to what I had further to ſay up- 
on that ſubject, by ſame: late writers againſt 
our author, 1 my warkby ingenious 
po in his Remarks. Allew me 
wk wt for all the author of Ghryſtianicy = 

— firs Creation hath ſaid to the contrary, it 
may caſily be proved; That conſiſtently with 
| at grad of mapkcibd,. and the honour of Gor, 
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pendence pon Go » their Creator, and indiſ- 
penſible obligation to ſubmit to his will in all' 
_ things, it might have been commanded by ex- 
ternal revelation; That every man Should once” 
every day, bold up bis band ſtreigbi for © * 
or two, as a declaration of his bearing in . 
brance © bis" dependence on GOD, nd oigatin 
10 obey bim. In this argument it is pro ö 
abſtract from all that is poſitive in Ch 
ty, and to take for an example of a poſitive 
thing that may be made an ingredient of 7e. 
ligion; an action the moſt indifferent in it's 
own nature that can be imagined and not or- 
dained by any pretended revelation, © Becauſe 
if it cannot I 4 that any action, 
the moſt poſitive and indifferent in itſelf — 
be 3 Tea objetions again” the 
religion; ible objections agai — 4 
fitrve inſtitutions of Chriſtianity muſt fall to the 
ground. Now to prove N ſuch an indiffe- 
rent action cannot be made an ingredient in 
3 it muſt be proved, that the main - 
taining a conſtant ſenſe of our dependence up- 
on Gop cannot be commanded by any exter- 
nal revelation : that it is inconſiſtent with the 
honour of Gop, and the good of mankind,” 
for Gop to 4 and command it; be- 
cauſe common ſenſe and reaſon tells us we 
ought to do it. Or it muſt be proved, that 
tho Gop' ſhould command by an external re- 
velation our maintaining and keeping in our 
minds a conſtant ſenſe of our dependence, he 
cannot conſiſtently with his honour, and the 


So I command us to a kene 


cas amok our: „ depes nce 259 oui 
Fas gn: nor command us re ularly to, per- 
from any ceremony, rite, or indifferent ation, in 
: 2 r. to preſerve upon our minds that ſenſes 
nd our author has as yet ſaid nothing to. 
rove either the one or che 0 And in- 
"Ueed: to APE. to prove tht 1 would be 
to attempt to prove... that it is inconſiſtent 
with the goodneſs of Cob, for Gop: ts take 
all care and pains to keep alive among man- 
kind. a ſenſe and perſwaſion that naturally tends = 
to promote his honour, and their good... And 
8 e 
. F ſhould. Rs. the 
e ve o obligations they are un- 
der to r and obey him: for i FR] is con- 
ſiſtent with the honour of Gov, and the good 
of mankind, that mankind. ſhould have this 

ſenſe internally, and declare it outwardly, it 
85 * hs, e a DE. honour; of 
OD e of m s. to appoint 

| ſome outward fig nu by which it may be ch 
| 1 ſeeing it cannot be a outwardly, 
but by gi 5 iving ſome outward ſign of it. If all 
in general, or any particular nation, 
ſhould agree to perform regularly every day, 
any action, in itſelf indifferent, as a public out- 
ward declaration of che ſenſe they have of their 
dependence on Gop, and obligation to obey 
him: ſuch a contract or agreement could hardly 
be reckoned inconſiſtent with the honour of Gon, 
andthe good of mankind ; the end and deſign of 
this agreement being to preſerve. that ſents of 
mankind's dependence upon Gop, and obliga- 
tion to honour and obey him; than which no- 
thing can have a better effect in ſociety. FOR 
leſs therefore can ſuch an | SPP kh 70D 


FF: 


> (eat of wi Tobin perform .| 
Jag ah indifferent 5 To: bet fe” "the 
K of dur dependence” upon Gop' in obe- 
dience to ite divine appointment,” muſt ave 1 
more powerful influence to p cler: 92 | 
than the doing it'voluntarlly,”6 5 
ent” nd whatever iy bet faid, as 4 
any ſociety of men's having a right to appoifit 
any thing of that kind ; there can be no dif- 
pure about God's having a right to make fuch 
in appointment. Tis to no pu 4 0 o oy: 
har” it muſt be the main, nay th 
of an external revelation, truly vie i to 2 
mote the practice of moral duties: for that 
can only prove, that the endiof every rr 
ment, by external revelation, mult ork ron A 
And any fign or action that is 
mote among mankind the ſen * dere 
* 1 257 upon Gov, hen appo ointed by Gos 
or that end, however indifferent f it may be 
itſelf, becomes in conſequence of it's app 
ment, in order to that end, "moral. in it's tet 
dency. And no action or fig i is fit to be ap- 
Pointed for ſuch an end; unleſs it is in it, 
own nature indifferent. Becauſe it is wore Ae 
doing a thing in itſelf indifferent, in obedience. 
to the anne pointment, y which we can 5 
ging the Tenk e we have Fc de 5 
| God, and our obligation to ſubmit t 
i will in all things; or 15 fo effectual- 
Vl preſerve upon our minds this ſenſe. The 
doing any action in itſelf not indifferent, but 
of a "moral and obligatory nature: could not 
ſerve this purpoſe ſo well ; becauſe fuch 59 
action, being in itſelf 5570 and obligato 
could not Purely N ane declare the 


7 my "7 * 
we h j jon to Gov, and de- 
p. an e upon en or Wolld Tack an Te | 


to the 5 05 which. my are obli rd upon ma 
1. 76 ints, coſt 10. efectually to _preſe 
ſe. the d loihg, an action fot the which 
5 coul Ip be no rea 10 But tlie e out- 
W N having jog Fage ſenſe. Whatever Go 
1 may WO VIeW whey by 7 55 
0 be 2 Ki or 115 Wer te a icular 
(as he did to the Jon: it 1 artaln, at if 
& View erty feligous, s cannot. multiply. 
8b eie of thidgs. in themſelves inditerent. 
ut as in the 75 85 de Gob cannot be fail 
| toatt. arb en, becaule we Are not able 
| to. comprehend 1 2 15 and Ci of his poli- 
tical. laws but on the contraty ught, on ac- 
£0008 20 his infinite wiſdom anc Boo heſs, to be 
14 7 b us ever to ack for featons 1 
imſelf, „n adminiſtration: a 
never to have. _tommanided any . wi 


t 

44 ocherwiſe would indeed be to act Gand. 
cally. So in the the other caſe, Gos cintior 
be laid, to at arbitrarily or without a reaſon 
when a thing is commanded, 'which, cho“ in it- 
elf indifferent, yer in- conſequetice, of it's af- 
Point ment for a cerigin end, becomes evident! 

conducive te a moſt noble and worthy purpole. 
{ Tis only the mulliplying ſuch commands in ſuch 
2 manner, as to in _ conſi derably upon hu- 

man liberiies;, and ſo as to render, N55 ſtrict ob- 
ſervance of theſe. .commantls cum effoine and 
. or | real bardſhip when. the end, 


92 called, «in ty, or — ty- 
rannically. 


rannically. Wicked 


rieſts, ſays our 
would cg reach he . 0e Place "al ell- | 
gion and virtue in the ſtrict obſervance of ſuch 
a poſitive inſtitution, But certainly that wicket 
Prieſts may pervert ſuch an inſtitution. for their 
own ends, is no better reaſon why there never 
ought to be any ſuch inſtitution 3 than the abuſe | 
that has been often cori civil power, is to 1 
prove that there ought to be no ſuch thing as 
civil power, I know nothing that hath not, 
is not capable of being abuſed and perverted: 
and it-is ſufficient, with 9 all chat is 
Leid by our author and bis Deifts, of the fuper- | 
ſtitious miſchievous abuſes, that have been made 
of poſitive inſtitutions, to obſerve, that the abuſe of 
a thing will never prove that a thing is bad: and 
that if Gop a#s arbitrarily and wilfully when he 
does any thing for mankind, that mankind may 
_ abuſe; GOD a#s arbitrarily and wilfully in be- 
ſtowing 10 mankind reaſon, philoſophy, and 
wit, for furely theſe have been moſt manifeſt- 
ly abuſed and miſapplyed to the worſt, the 
moſt pernicious purpoſes: not only to hinder 
men from hearkning to the voice of Gop by ex- 
ternal revelation ; and to laugh them our of all | 
regard to what he thinks fit to command, with © 
the cleareſt marks of his authority; but like- 
wiſe to prevent our bearkning to the voice of na- 
ture itſelf; the voice of the law of Gop within 
our breaſts; and to perſwade men that fancy, ar- 
bitrary whimſical fancy, ought to be our oni 
guide: that we may live as we liſt ; purſue our 
pleafures without remorſe or fear; for Gop 
concerneth himſelf not in the matter, 


Our author goes on thus, p. 338. Allow- 
< ing the Doctor what hypotheſis he pleaſes 
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ei fo Hat Jet if 1 ines 
4 themſelves, from their internal ny 0 
6. not Sve u 4 .certain proof of the will of | 
«=Gop; no traditional miracles can do it; 
| «© becaufe The ng OM added. to NM, 
Ks * will not amount. to 9 certainty,” Fs 
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lowed him in relation td miracles, but plainly. 
an clear! n (Dr Clarke's Diſcourſe, &c. p. 
38 3.)ro is own words. That the doctrine 

« CHRIST taught being in itſelf poſſible, and 
in it's conſequences tending to promote the 
«honour of Go p, and true righteouſneſs a- 
„ mong men; and the miracles he worked 
being ſuch, that there neither was, nor 
could be, any pretence of more, or greater 
«© miracles to be ſet up in oppoſition to them 
* it was as infallibly certain, that he had truly 
* a divine commiſſion, as it was certain, that 
« Gop would not himſelf impoſe upon men 
7 neceſſary and invincible error.? | 


wr if Dr Clarke hath proved all a7 he 
-hath not added one probability to another in 
order to make up a certainty: tho* undoubted- 
ly, it is only by accumulating probabilities, that 
moral certainty can be produced, But to a 
probability 9 from the doctrines of CurisT 

conſidered by hemſelves in their natures and 
tendency; he hath added a certainty ariſing from 
the miracles which Caz1sT work'd to prove 
his divine commiſſion to teach theſe doctrines: 
a certainty founded clearly upon a principle as 

lain and true as any other in the world can 

e, that GOD can neither lie nor deceive. And 
Dr: Clarke has — WW 
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Enis work'd, were pat: {yuficignt 9 


be true hy extrinſical, revelation: and. 


* our 4 chad. 
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dency to promote the praftice of. all moral due. 
ries: and, in e of the truck o cheſs. 


opoſitions, to command the obſervance of cer- 
rain hp 3; 45 fineſi of, which evidently 09 


e the truth of the propoſutions which 


with our n U de 9 one Frech 


namely, that 
muſt Provo that Eh do! 


Iriges; CHA 13 T. Avent. 


ba ve not a ſtrong and powe ful influence N er 


mote the obſervapee of moral duties; qbedienc 
to the law of nature; ang. that the hw jg in Ine, 
ſiitutions of Chriſtianity have no tendency 


neſs.to promote that end. Fax if all that elf - 
7 ught ang enjoined tends gin to, that nable | 


Ban ty, certain) excceding uſeful. 


Or he muſt prove, that the miracles Which 
LYiRce 


0 s divine commiſſion to teach theſe doctrines. 
or tho? be ſhouſd prave. chat . reaſon, | 
is, abl IF 3 the t N Ny ** 
trine Car 18 taught, au 3, motive 
-vance of che moral lam (which; he Will. nat 
TA, undertake) 3 it will, ner Hollow, that 
| proved 8 


doctripes wer not hke 
or hae ſuch. a prook of them may. nar. be * 
15 bc 82 noble and e 
— And if Chtiſtianitg e 
proving certain, 
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> 88 had. 35 
doctrines vers, capable of; an interna 
os adn th ng bo pune | 


Wag. as anten 48% their | 
| Ang therefore dur -author;- even le prewe the 

LN . maſtiſhew that all 
the doctrines CAA T taught, as motives to 
9 e Law of Nanra, not only. 
have the ſame internal evidence that all: che pne- 
cepts of the Lau of Nature baxe x but lle wise 
had from. the of the: Creation the 


W miracles of s Go wen giverthem. F 


= ture; er that than: naver was 


__ _andithenehofemS avienrtdatrine, ſhould 


Publication or a confirmation 
uur he ſaid ta he dur than that 
matios it. Rut 1 18 
author takea, te ſhow-ther the Gſpal id 
alſe hut a rehuiaation of the Religion 


Priblicatian or canſr - 


25 Na- 


_ aged of ſuch a republication: that fuck: a h 
cation would: have been: uſeleſa; andi that: theze 
naver was- ſuch a re bication. h commiſſion = 
from Heath not indeed any where di- 
8 ſaid Aude nne e c er or 
Deifts,. wi abgry ane: or taking 
that to ba his deſign * Let me there: 
2 tell hi, that he hath- byr no means 
3 — chat point; nor fo much; an ſhemn 
lane is ingonſi ſtent with himſtli. even: 

Dr Clarke's. diſtinstiam between: the: moral part 


bo laid aide. Fot, as we ſhall ee ty 
De Clarice hath elxaciy chat: a publication 
| . of che Law GL lig ion of Nature, by 


external | 


lame ertrinſie widence of their truththat ha 
in a ceraia Yay cas new = 
ee | 


aſefut! wir — Which uf 8 Legen A -* | 
peared in the world teaching the” moral 5 
and exhorting to the obſervance of it by the the = 
moſt powerful and erſwaſive motives. d 
our author hath not aid an il that deſerves 
the leaſt notice, againſt ithe fuffeieney of our 
Savrob x's miracles; "to" Prove t tie the tanght! 
dy a divine commiſſion : Except that evil ſpirits 
con do miracim; to which objeftion Dr Clarke” 
and ſeveral others have long ago ſhewn, that 
cour Saviour himſelf gave à very ſatisfactoi 7 
; anſwer:'' Aid that the wiſe Greeks reckon miracles 
ft for fools; to which it is fully enough to 
er, that while there are ſo why fools 'in' 
I» world, 2 can only be reſtrained from be- 
ing knaves rguments fitted to their capacity 
and * 5 is a very bad office to endea- 
vour to let theſe fools ſee! 2 is nothing at all 
in theſe arguments which are ſuchi à reraint and 
curb upon them. While the belief of miracles 
is only employ'd to excite men'to live honeſtly 
and righteouſiy, and honbur 'Gov, it is 'cer- 
tainly miſchief to weaken the force of 
that belief, tho* at the bottom there was no 
foundation for it but human weakneſs and cre- 
dulity. And yet after all I may adventure to 
defy our author to prove, that certain miracles 
are not, in the nature of things, a-fit and proper 
proof of certain propoſitions z and conſequent ya 
mot not to fools only, but to the wiſeſt. _ 
l ſay no more on that ſubject at preſent, 
ving 3 clear'd that matter in the Poa 
Jophical Enquiry concerning the connexion” 4 
. oe Miracles: _ Dae of Jn: raus on- 18%, { 
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4 9. goes on to ſhow, that 

Dr Clarke, when he endeavours to prove the ne- 
ceſſity of a Divine Revelation, deſtroys all that 
he had faid concerning the. eternal, . univerſal, 


and unchangeable obligation of the Law of Na- 


+ 


ture, Now in order to ſee whether the Doctor 
does indeed contradi& himſelf, let us enquire 
tent ourſelves with -our author's account, or ra- 
ther miſrepreſentation of the Doctor's argument. 
And indeed no more is neceſſary to confute the 
falſe principles our author endeavours to eſta- 

bliſh throughout the whole of his book, than 
to ſet in oppolition to them the principles which 

Dr Clarks has indiſputably demonſtrated. 


„Dx Clarke proves firſt, that the ſame ne- 
« ceſſary and eternal different relations; that 
«© different things bear one to anothef: and 
| © the ſame conſequent fitneſs or unfitneſs of 
_ « the application of different things, or dif- 
c ferent relations one to another; with regard 
e to which the will Gop always and neceſ- 
ec ſarily does determine itſelf ro chooſe to act 
« only what is agreeable to juſtice, equity, 
« goodneſs, and truth, in order to the wel- 
fare of the whole univerſe; ought likewiſe 
« conſtantly to determine the wills of all ſub- 
* ordinate rational Beings ; to govern all their 
« actions by the ſame rules for the good of 

ce the public in their reſpective ſtations. That 
«is, theſe eternal and neceſſary differences of 
< things make it fit and reaſonable for all 
creatures ſo to act; they cauſe it to he their 
duty; or lay an obligation upon them ſo B 
| ao Ls, ASM af (t 


wes Bing he allo 

which rd, 1 blog wes of 
particular, private, or ttogal ad 
„ reward, or pupihtment, either pte 
Feu © z annexed, either LY, rn on 
* 2 or by politive ap int went, to 
« the practice or neglecting of thoſe rules.” 

57 from this. principle 1 W es 
v RG He begins p. 197. e | 
- 8215 the three great and principal branches 
of mark duties, or 99 05 religion, © from 
which all the other and Imallet inftances's Fac] 
ty do naturally flow, or may without di 
ty be derived. But to ſhow the weak of 
our author's reaſoning againſt Dr -Clarke, or 
rather againſt the ne ty of a divine revęe - 
lation, it is neceſſar 2 take ay wing pe 3 
of ſeveral things which the 
proves, in explaining and ed that 
ciple. And firſt of all, let us obfety ve, 
the Doctor expreſly fays, p. 184. 
«© what theſe eternal and RF hm 
e reſpects, or proportions of PR with 
| «© conſequent agreements or 
* fitneſs or unfitneſs, abſolutely 0 ne — 
s rily are in themſelves; That alſo they aÞpear 
© to be to the underſtandings of all intelli- | 

« Ko nt beings, except theſe only who under- 

nd things to be what they are. not; that | 

de ig, whoſe”, underſtandings are either very 
<« imperfe&, or very much depraved.” And 
therefore, p. 185. he ſays. Negligent miſ- 
* anderflahding ing, and wilful paſſions. or luſts, 
cr * are the only cauſes which can make a able 
* A 
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e ſpeaking) negeffary, chat che wWill 
$1 Ou! be determined in eyery e ;by 
. the r eaſon of the thin 1 d the righ ht of the 
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truth, Lo +» 
moves 5 108, . 
60 „ That n le manner 4 0 dat "who" Win 
ſtructecd in Mathematics, can forbear givin} 
« his aſſent to every geometrical demonſtra- 
tion; of which he underſtands the es, 
« either by his own ſtudy; or by 2 had 
ae them "vexplai ined to him by others; o 0 
Bo man, who has either patience or opportuni- 
* ties to examine and conſider things himſelf; 
or has the means of being taught and 
* ſtructed in any tolerable manner by others, 
concerning the neceſſary relation and depen- 
«© dency of things, can avoid giving his aſſent to 
"66 rhe fitneſs, and reaſonableneſs of his govern- 
s ing all his actions by the law or fule before- 
< mentioned, even tho” his practice throꝰ the 
"IK prevalence of brutiſh lifts, be moſt abſurd- 
8 contradiftory' to that ede TO d 
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N 2 8 | 
; - Thirdy, In anſwer to che only thing 91 
can with any colour be objected againſt, the 
neceſſity of the mind's s giving it's aſſent to the 
eternal law of righteouſneſs: which is the total 
ignorance that ſome whole nations are repor- 
ted to lie under, of the nature and ſorce of 
theſe moral obligations. He replies: “ All 
ee that this objection proves, ſuppoſing the 
matter of it to be true, is only chis; not 


<6 that the mind of man can ever diſſent from 
EE” „e the 
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right, moch len eit ces To 
cefary difference in nature Between 
1285 and evil. But it proves only, 

ad ecd to be tau ly 
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| very plain and 'eafy; - as 
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4 tant truthis, char then men have need alſo to 
% have them enen inculcated and ftrong- 
„ -enforced upon them, * 
* ES is (as ſhall hereafter be particularly 


« reaſonableneſs Aan revelation,” -- 


This is 4 fair, account, "in-the Doctor on 
—_— of what he ſays and proves concerning, 
the univerſality and plainneſs of moral 
fr yt Pa cw EI 
| r is juſtly c w 

what he had. ſaid on that ſuljedt,: when he 
afterwards aſſerts, p. 272, Cc. . That: oY 
+ 7 2 "ou 2 2 of all t 
„great and mo ons igion 
, chus in general deductible, ws — be 


<< reaſoning: yet (in the prefent ſtate of the . 
world, by what means ſoever it came ori- 


o_ Lets, inconkidervenel, "and want of attention 
of tlie greater part of mankind; fo many the 
„ prejudices and falſe notiong taken up by evil 
education; fo ſtrong and violent the unrea- 
<< ſonable luſts, appetites, and defires of ſenſe ; 
“ and ſo great the blindneſs introduced by ſu- 

ic -perſtitious opinions, vicious cuſtoms, and 
debauched practices thro” the world; that 
4 very few are able in reality and effect to 
oy” "diſcover theſe © * elentiy and plainly for 
_« themſelves? 
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«© made, to appear) one good. — Gecbe 1 


„ biy, by a chain of clear and — 


2 ginally to be ſo corru pted) ſuch is the careleſſ- 
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ave great need of par- 
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aſſerts, p. 287. % That cho“ 


- * 


« ſineſs to ſtudy. and practiſe the duties of 
< natural religion themſelves; and to teach 


. and exhort others do do the like; who ſeem 
therefore to have been raiſed up by providence 
as zaſtruments to reprove in ſome meaſure, 


Land put ſome kind of check to the extreme 


| << ſuperſtition, and wickedneſs of the nations, 
wherein they lived; yet none of theſe have 
- *© eyer. been able to reform the world with 
au conſiderably great and uniyerſal ſucceſs; 

T becauſe they have been but very few, chat 
< haye in earneſt ſet themſelves about this ex- 


< cellent work ; and they that ha ve indeed ſin- 


«© cerely done it, have themſelves been intirely 


very ignorant of ſome doctrines; and very 
e doubtful and uncertain of others, abſolutely 


I - 


<< neceflary for the bringing about- that great 
L pps be login chr hey Go 
certain of, and in good meaſure underſtood, 
<< they have not been able to prove and — — 2 
clearly enough; and thoſe that they have 

deen able to prove and explain by ſuffici- 
* ently clear .reaſoning; they have not yet 
had authority enough to enforce and in- 
1 — & culcate 
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If theſe aſſertions true, the conclufion 
po Doctor draws from them, in his ſeventh 
propoſition, p. 304.” muſt be inevitably ſo. 
« That for theſe reaſons there was plainly 
wanting a divine revelation, to recoyer man- 
et kind our of their dert hege e ſtate, - 
es into a ſtate ſuitable to the n excel- 
4 Kur we their nature.“ FN | 

4 " 2X8 I B 

No che Doctor power the affertion to 5 erue; | 
from which this concluſion neceſſarily follows in 
the only way that fa#5 mult, or indeed can be pro · 
ved at all, from the hiftory and experience of all 
ages. The enquiry is not what Gov may, or 
may not permit; what is confiſtent, or not 
conſiſtent with his divine wiſdom *; but what 
is truth and matter of fact; and how the caſe, 
with re ſpect to mankind,” ſtands. - And in or- 
der to ſhow that the fact i is not as the Doctor 
hath repreſented it, one muſt diſprove all hi- 
ſtory, and flee in the face of univerfal expe- 
rience itſelf. But if the facts are as they are 
repreſented in the foregoing aſſertions, our au- 
thor's firſt and fundamental propoſition is ut- 
terly falſe, p. 1. That Gob at all times 
* has given mankind ſufficient means of know- 
F6 ing en he kno of them * * Sg is alſo | 
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8 For it FY in 4 very — . 25 that we are able to 
determine what GOD may, or. may: not permit: tho in the 
7% we are ſure © That whatever he does, or pereyits; 

ff 7; wiſely done, or permitted. 

I i. e. 4s be him elf explains it; ll the duties of. #4: 
tera roligion; ; or, bhat are founded on the natures ef _ 
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his thirteenth props ition, p. 208. 
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4c the bulk of mankind, by their reaſon, are 
* able to diſtinguiſh between religion and ſu- 
es perſtition.“ And indeed. all our author's 
reaſonings, to prove theſe | two propoſitions, 
amount to no more than this; If ſeemeth to me 
| wiſe and good that it ſhould be fo, therefore it 
' muſt be ſo: and that is a reaſoning long ago 
exploded” by ' philoſophers in their _ enquiries 
concerning phænomena, facts, or appearances. 
of whatever. kind, natural or moral. But not 
to inſiſt upon the arrogance that is in this 
kind of argument, ſo unbecoming creatures: 
nor to ſtay to prove the wiſdom. of the divine 
moral government as it really is, becauſe that 
belongs not to the preſent queſtion; I ſhall 
only: rake notice of the chief things our author 
ſays againſt Dr Clarke upon this ſubject. This, 
ſays our author, p. 339. (after a ſhort repreſen- 
tation of Dr Clarke's argument) is ſuppoſin 
„ Gpp had left mankind for four Moalin 
years . even the greateſt part 
< to this day, deſtitute of ſufficient means to 
« do their duty, and to preſerve them from 
« ſinking into a corrupt and degenerate ſtate, 
and that it was impoſſible for them when 
c thus ſunk to recover themſelves.“ To this 
I anſwer, that Dr Clarke's aſſertion, concern- 
ing the eſtate of mankind,” does not ſuppoſe, 
but offirm this. But then why does the Doctor 
affirm it? Becauſe as he himſelf tells (of his 
Diſcourſe, p. 302.) In experience and practice 
«< it hath appeared to be altagether impoſſible 
for philoſophy and bare reaſon to reform 
* mankind effectually, without the aſſiſtance 
** of ſome higher principle; for tho' the bare 
_ 5 natural poſſibility of the thing * in 
-— CR. « dee 
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1 be 2 7 7 (ag Cicero excel. 
t e it⸗ ng in 7 7 85 
* x Aras nothing 4 54 4 diſeaſe be ſuch, 
4% that no man dies or no matt can. recover from 
it: / neither does it nate any difference whe: 
iber N philoſophy e or ne man gan be 
05 made wiſe and good, So chat h mae 
A Poctot) without ſome N help and 
7 bad ftw a is PAM * t in 4 very. 


Bot ehe x to "this e tion CY our 
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« ties from mankind, "their Fly ing 155 
% ſame after as before the fall, viz, either to 
4 preſerve themſelves from falling, .or if fallen, 
te to recover themſelves,” Now would glad- 

7 know how this concluſion follows ; that be. 
cauſe mankind actually are in a degenerate ſtate; 
out of which it is morally impoſſible for them 
to recover themſelves, that therefore Gop ex: 

petts impoſſibilities. Sure I am Dr Clarke has . 
no where ſaid ſo. And as ſure I am the conr 
cluſion does not follow. On the contrary it 
is as certain as that there is a Goo, that Gon 


ID wn 


cannot require impoſſibilities; and conſequent. - 


ly, that Gop cannot require that mankind _ 
5 
truths that are : neceſſary to be known by them, 
in order to their effectual recovery out of a 
corrupt and degenerate ſtate :; which they. can- 
not know without ſome greater help and aſ- 
ſiſtance than bare reaſon, How Gop will 
Judge men at laſt, belongs not to us to de- 
termine. One ching however we my; be * 


* Cicero | de Naturl Denn. 1 1. iii. 
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. 7 71 1 R 
oth 0b rag mertiful and gracious,” und 
* due regard, in judy ; tankind, q 
he Nate and ein provifiec were 
cel in by his Ov. wing ptovigence* Þut i 
dane in thi Bere which be © 


judge men that fa Kare Pee 1 ed 
pled a by, "Sig" providence in certain eir- 
The Mow x rh — What 4s the 


able to feuch mam ind even Al Juties! 
and to enforce them upon their minds With Io | 


efficacy? And to determine thi ET 
ſhow that there Was plairily 4 ating A dn | 
revelation, to recover mankind dut of their-unt- 


verſally degenerate eſtate, into a Räte ſultyble 
to the -— zinal execliency* of tl eir nature; I 
r Clafke does, to hiſtory and 
- verfal ene, which only can Jerermine 


this queſtion. But furdly unprejudiced 
reader muſt needs be ſurpriſed to Hear our 
author reaſoning thus: ir 1 5 mankind be 


an a ſtate of univerſal d y and icor- 
«c ruption, this muſt chen be the fare Gov U 
<«« ſigned they mould bel in: and it would feem 
“ not only to be in vain, but a crime in them, 
to endeavour to change chat ſtate in 'whic 
0 noe of — ham hem 3 1 
& t fit to place them,” e 2 
e and corruption of mankind being in- 
diſputable, is not that way of ar an in- 
direct accuſation of an all- wife and infinitely 
good Gop, as if be was pleaſed to fee fs 
creatures 1 in an — degenernte Tate, Anti 
according 


— — — — OI 


"thor's (for, 4 fact from which It js. infer | 
| is undeniable) it was a crime for Socrates, and 
braye and wiſe. antient moraliſts, do in- 
their fellow etreatures and 8 0 


form them; And when a 5 5 
in a 'of ignorance and- barkacity,” 
' condition; * a. great part of the wor! 
very day, 0 pong: the Jefian of 
one to awaken. 
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% | es in u true: cc. That Gon TY 
e lm cnn wy ng or 6 
for him to command; or for, man, to do. 


ut as for what he ſays in the beginning of 5 
that paragraph: ““ If men alike at all times 
«© owe. their exiſtence to Gop, they at all 


<« times muſt be created in a ſtate of innocence, 


. << capable of knowin "nod doing all Go re- 
« quires of them. If it proves any thing, it 
too much: no 
more however than is abſolutely neceſſary to 
the purpoſe of our author's book ; and without 
Which all his reaſoning falls to the jad. F 
That..GOD is obliged by bis infinite wiſdo 
goodneſs, to. place all mankind. at all times. mr . 
circumſtances, that they may be. all equal, wie, 
| - knowing, equally good, and equally' hap- 
| fate of corrupt 1 — 
8 ate 0 ion a 1907 arce, 
i RE As with the divine: as +? 
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proves (as the ſchools peak), 


2y3 and | that any 1 of... 
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e MY more criminal for any one to 
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+-04þ 06s 2665 en apt. ithia Þvitcr © 
te wer che fault was fot id änlich but 
in the gude (Gov give er; fahs, „ 
And hete 1 only deſire any candid Sade to 
look t6 whit Dr Clas ke has faid's- or eat his ee 
on wat 1 Have quored fromm mim in ud cen 
words ; and I will levve ig e im te judge of | 
author's fairnefs und integrity in "his way 
of treating that worthy juſely etcetred-auttior, 
notwithſtanding his pfetended Zeal für the 
univerſal Jaw of riglitcoulneſs ;( the very firſt = 
Principle of which ts to render juſtice to every 
one. - The Doctor hath! in the plaineſt Rrong- 
et rerihs' aſſerted again and again 4 That 
e negligent wiſunderſtanding, and wilful paſ. 
* ffons or luſts, are the only cauſes which can 
e make à reaſonable creature act eontrary to 
« reaſon; And that was it not for Fheſt” inen. 
e ciifable' borruptions and depravations it is im. 
er poſſible but the ſame proportions and fit- 
e neſſes of things which have ſo tnuch weight, 
4 amd ſo much excellenty in them; that the all. 
8 powerful Creator apd Governor of the univerſe 
64 thinks it no diminutiòn of his power to make 
« this feaſbn of things the unalterable rule and 
* law of all His oH actions in: tlie government 
of the world; and ddes nothing by meer 
„vill and arbitrarineſs; it is impoſible (faith 
. dhe Doctor) if it was not ſor ine rcuſuble 


* Cloris biken. * 105 N 
| F het 


+ ec Ft 14 1 Wo 
| «. corruption ** F Yak 4 . 5 
; « eternal reaſon of things muſt much more 
| 1 have Weight enough to determine conſtant:- 
be * the wills a and actions of all ſubordinate, 
| te, dependent, and accounta e Beings,” 


oath is this than. to ſay chat the teak yas 
not in mankind, but in the guide Gop gave 
them? The Doctor indeed ſays, that the light , 
of nature and right reaſon: was altogether in- 
ſufficient to reſtore true piety; but not that 
OD bas any where left himſelf altogether witb- 
out a witneſs, or that the Arens of good 
and evil is to any rational being undiſcernible 3 
but becauſe the greater part of mankind are 
not only unattentive, and barely ignorant; but 
commonly they have alſo, thro' a careleſs and 
evil / education, taken up early prejudices, and 
many vain fooliſh notions which pervert theit 
natural underſtandings, and hinder them from 
uſing. their reaſon in moral matters to any ef- 
fectual purpoſe. And becauſe in the genera- 
lity of men, the appetites and deſires of ſenſe 
are ſo violent and importunate; the buſineſs 
and the pleaſures of the world take up ſo much 
of their time; and their paſſions are ſo very 
ſtrong and unreaſonable, that of themſelves 
they are very backward and unapt to employ 
their reaſon upon moral matters; and ſtill more 


backward to apply themſelves to the practice 


of them. And that which above all other things, 
according to the Doctor, moſt depraves mens 
natural underſtandings, and hinders them from 
diſcerning and judging rightly of moral truths, 
is this; That as ſtupid and careleſs i ignorance 
leads them into fond and ſuperſtitious opinions; 
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chem into practices contrary to their conſcience, 


7 judgments; ſo on the reverſe the multitude 
opinions, vicious 1 and 


LE 


of ' ſuperf 
cht practices ; which prevail 


alf ages 


85 through the greater part of che world, dachte re 


ciprocally encreaſe gh 90985 1 rr care - 
0 lefineſs, and . x . 


Our author ſays, + 
<« this was not 


ting Cicero, and does not make Cicero ſay, 


that the light of nature no where appears, but 
that the true light of nature no where appears; 
tho* indeed Cicero himſelf ſays, depravatis (ic 


' Teſtinguimus ut nuſquam nature, lumen appa- 
reat; which is to ſay, that the light of na- 
ture no where appears. Tis certainly unfair 
in diſputing with any man not to diſtinguiſh 
when he expreſſes himſelf in his own words, 
and when he chooſes to deſcribe a thing in the 


words of another. But whether Dr Clarke 


ſaid it, or Cicero ſaid it, the thing is true. 


+: That nature has 2 us only ſome ſmall 


6 ſparks of right reaſon, which we ſo quick- 
c ly extinguiſh with corrupt opinions, and evil 
& practices; that the rue light of nature no 


«© where appears. As ſoon as we are brought 
5 into the world, immediately we dwell in the 

4 midſt of all wickedneſs,: and are ſurrounded 
& with a number of. moſt perverſe and fooliſh | 
opinions; ſo that we ſeem to ſuck in error 
& even with our - nurſes milk. Afterwards, _ 
60 when we return to our parents, and are 


1 * Clarke's Diſcourfe, 5. 74 + Cic. Tuſ. Queſt. 1. 3. 
F 2 — committed 


8 - 


60 "Anda 2 tho* 
Jr 57 Clarks adds, that 
<« the light of nature no where appeared.“ 
Here I the leave to obſerve, that Dr Clarke 
in the place referred to by our — 5 is quo- 


*% 
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committed to tutc | 
1 ſtock d with n A 
if 11 becomes perfectly overwhelmed 76 78 
4 falſhood; and the molt. natural ſentiment. 
«© of our minds are entirely ſtifled. with con · 
« firmed follies. But when, . i 
enter upon buſineſs in the — and make, 
« the multitude conſpiring every where in wick- 
«© edneſs, our great guide and example; chen 
„ our very nature itſelf. is wholly transformed, 
et as" it were, into corrupt opinions“ A live- 
lier deſcription- indeed (as the Doctor ſays) 
of the preſent corrupt eſtate of human nature- 
is not © eaſily: to be met with. And T have ſet 
down the paſſage at large as the Doctor hath 
_ tranflated it, becauſe this true account of the 
human nature, in Cicero's words, is ſufficient 
to prove againſt our author and all his Deifts ; 
how little bare reaſon and philoſophy is able to 
do; and chat revelation is indeed wanting to 
recover mankind out of their corrupt and de- 
generated eftate. Let me alſo recommend to 
their reading the incomparable table of Co 
in which the difficulty, if not moral im 

« biliey, in the preſent ſtate of mankin \ of 
coming even at the true philoſophy, ? 18 bean. 
ny” and convincingly nee 


Our author goes on with hiv charge a _ 
the Doctor: The Doctor, to purſue 2 
int, and to ſhew that the fault was not 
| che creatures but the Creator, ſays, that 
| 44 even thofe few extraordinary men of the 
ex philoſophers; ' who did ſincerely endeavour to 
reform mankind; were themſelves intirely 
es ignorant of ſome doctrines abſolutely ne- 
77 bah for bringing auen this great _ 
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Dont 


2 — their 9 er on my 

« of things, and to inſtruct others therein,,was 
4 like 5 in the wide ſea without know- 
= ing whither do go, or which way to take, 5 
= or ring Any Wide: . conduct them. 


* 1 ® 


"Faced not lan that Dr Clorke was incapable 
of purſuing ſo impious 6 point 3 as to eto that 
the fault was not in the creatures, but in the 
Creator muſt be owned. by every ſober mind to 
be. And that the fault is in the Creator and 
not in the creatures cannot be inferred from 
any thing that the Doctor hath ſaid, will, I be- 
lieve, be eaſily granted; if it is found not to 
follow from what our author quotes from the 
Doctor, in order to fix this monſtruous cunse- 
quence upon him. For he chat was capable 
of 3 him with purſuing ſo impious 4 
certainly have quoted from the 
133 3 

; * epre c 5 as to ea palpab E handle 
for inferring ſuch a — from him. 
What the r aſſerts concerning the ig- 
nuorance and uncertainty. of even thoſe few and 
extraordinary philoſophers: is fact; and the — 

ctor proves to be ſo from hiſtory and 

ence, and the confeſſions of the e beſt phi ſo- 
Phers themſelves. But. how: does it follow 
from this fact, that the fault is in the Creator 
and not in the creatures! Ia that to be impu- 
ted to G op which is manifeſtly owing to the 
corruption and degeneracy of men? Or can he 
be ſaid: to aſeribe the fault to Gop, who hath 
clearly and evidently ſbeun that it proceeds 
from . by ne means imputable to him? 
What thaſs 2232 i 
* 


: But as if Dr Clarke had wrote his diſcourſe 
on purpoſe to impeach Gop; our athor goes 
on with his charge in this manner: And nd 

, SS TE Wes. SERINE” | 4 ; 1 | ; 1 35 
<< that you might be ſure the fault was in the 


<& eternal univerſal and unchangeable law of 


5 <« nature, he calls thoſe philoſophers who thus 
<« wander. in the wide ſea, wiſe, brave, and 
good men; who made it their buſineſs to ſtu- 


e dy and practice the duties of natural religion 
<<. themſelves, and to teach and exhort others to 


do the like: nay one would imagine he thought 
cc them, notwithſtanding their unavoidable ig- 


<<. norance,' inſpired, ſince he ſays there never 


<< was a great man but who was inſpired (nemo 


46) unquam magnus vir ſine divino afflatu fuit) and 
for this he quotes the authority of Cicero, 
<< who, if the Doctor's reaſoning is juſt, Was 


* certainly inſpired.” 


Dr Clarke, p. 284. ſhews that ſome of the 


antienteſt writers of the Church have not 


ſcrupled to call Socrates, and ſome others of 


the beſt of the heathen moraliſts, by the name 


of Chriſtians; and to affirm, that as the law 
was as it were a ſchool-maſter to bring the Jews 
unto CHRIS T; ſo true moral philoſophy was to 
the Gentiles a preparative to receive the Goſpel. 


And this, ſaith the Doctor, was perhaps car- 


trying the matter too far. But to be ſure 
<« this much we may ſafely aſſert, (continuerh = 


e he) that whatever any of theſe men were at 


<« any time enabled to deliver wiſely, and pro- 
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